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For Friends’ Review. 


THOUGHTS ON PREPARATION FOR THE 
MINISTRY, 


I trust that it will be freely conceded by the 
readers of Friends’ Review that the brother who 
has written so much and so well upon the subject 
of Biblical instruction in the Society of Friends is 
quite opportune, and much that he has written may 
very properly claim their serious consideration. I 
understand him to freely admit that, no matter how 
high the intellectual culture, a divine call is neces- 
sary to qualify for the sacred calling of Gospel 
ministry, and that a fresh anointing by the good 
Remembrancer for every separate engagement is the 
only guarantee for the right exercise of the all im- 
portant gift. I trust, also, we may fairly presume 
that in what he has written he has no intention of 
antagonizing the example of the Master or the 
teachings of His apostle as to the position of those 
called to be His specially chosen witnesses, and, as 
pointed out by the apostle, to be divinely selected 
for pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the work of the ministry. (See ist and 
2d chapters of rst Cor.) It would really seem that 

there ever was a time when giant intellects and 

gh intellectual culture were needed to stem the 
Corruptions of the times it was in the days of the 
infant Church, when it had no earthly prop to lean 
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upon, when all the powers of earth were arrayed 
against it, when the kings of the earth stood up and 
the rulers were gathered together against the Lord 
and against His anointed. We will not attempt to 
decide the question whether the work of the Church 
is different now from what it was in its embryo 
state, or whether the Master now requires a differ- 
ent class of servants successfully to accomplish the 
work to which in His wisdom He is pleased to call 
them. 

We proceed to notice what first induced the 
thought of referring to the essays mentioned. The 
writer seems to lay considerable stress upon the 
necessity of understanding the original languages 
in which the Bible was written in order successfully 
to expound its sacred contents. Now personally 
the writer has long since questioned the fore of 
this position, for the following among other reasons: 
It appears to be an established fact that the best 
Greek scholars find it difficult to agree as to the 
correct translation of many Scripture texts. The 
late revisers of the New Testament bring this out 
very prominently when the American revisers 
would only consent to adopt the version of their 
English associates upon the condition that their 
own version of the disputed texts should be ap- 
pended to the work. Again, some time since a 
clergyman wrote an essay for his denominational 
paper upon the propriety of the weekly celebration 
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of the (so-called) Lord’s sapper. A brother cler- 
gyman of the same church replied, admitting the 
desirability of the practice suggested, but denied, 
as the former alleged, that there was any Scriptural 
authority for the innovation; claiming that the 
brother had not correctly rendered from the Greek 
the text which he had quoted. They were pro- 
fessed linguists, yet they carried their contention 
so far and really used such unclerical language to- 
wards each other, that very prudently the editor 
closed his columns against them. The writer re- 
members listening to several sermons delivered by 
J. J. Gurney, the texts from which he spoke, and 
his manner of treating the subject. He carried his 
Greek Testament with him for private reading, but 
it is presumed he always used the common transla- 
tion in his preaching. Ihave conversed with some 
of our best scholars, some professed experts in 
Greek, and found them little more at home than 
persons of much less literary pretensions upon 
texts of Scripture thought to be abstruse; such as 
John x. 2—8; Luke xvi. 9; I Cor. x. 4and others. 
I think Barclay and Gurney admit that for all prac- 
tical purposes the plan of salvation is sufficiently 
clear in what is called the authorized version. It 
is admitted that the Church cannot afford to offer 
a premium for ignorant teachers, and that pre-emi- 
nent care should observed to encourage none for 
this high position except such as show themselves 
approved, rightly dividing the word of truth. The 
great problem is, what is the work of the Church 
to-day? Principles cannot change, and is human 
nature, and are the circumstances by which we are 
surrounded, so changed, that the Master requires a 
different plan for His workers and a more cultured 
or higher order of workmen to perform His work 
in this noontide of Gospel light than in the morn- 
ing of the Church? If it is so that in any branch 
of our Church either wealth or position in any one 
case can be a factor in the recognition or non-re- 
cognition of the gift of prophesying or teaching, 
such would appear about ready for the position of 
the Church of Laodicea. I can but hope the picture 
has been inadvertently overdrawn. Perhaps the 
statistics drawn from other colleges have little bear- 
ing on our case; as nearly all of these now re- 
quire a collegiate education as a pre-requisite for 
ordination to Gospel ministry, and perhaps a close 
estimate of that element which contributes most to 
success in the various religious revivals could not 
fairly credit so much to graduates of the colleges. 


Moreover, the sister churches offer inducements 
to young men to engage in the ministry, which the 
teachings of Friends do not allow. Those among 
them who study theology are in ome particular 
guided by the same motive as are those who study 
for the secular professions ; they expect to follow it 
for a livelihood. It is hoped that no Friend is pre- 
pared to abandon our testimony to the priesthood 
of believers and the freedom of the gospel. The 
Quaker position is that no pecuniary inducement 
should encourage any to engage in the work of the 
ministry, and that the labor of none rightly called 
to the work should be hindered for want of the 
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necessary means to enable them to accomplish all 
the work required at their hands. I believe com. 
mon sense Quakerism will sustain a free, unfettered 
ministry. 

In reference to the small percentage of the gradu. 
ates of our colleges, I do not see that the fault (if 
such it be) lays at the door of the church; but it 
rather tends to show that the good Master has not 
yet found reason to alter His first methods, when 
Paul said, ‘‘ Not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called.” 
Gurney says (I quote from memory), ‘‘ Friends 
cannot provide for the special education of their 
ministers, because they are ignorant as to whom 
the Master may call to the work, until it is shown 
by the development of the gift in its judicious ex. 
ercise.”” My own deliberate conviction is that the 
Head of the Church will continue to select His own 
workmen for all the work which He will own, and 
that he will so arrange the workers and the work as to 
confound the wisdom of the wise, that no flesh «nay 
glory in His presence; and that the main features 
of the work will be as of old—to know nothing 
else among the people save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified ; that men’s faith may not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God. In con- 
clusion, I would say that I fully believe that Quaker- 
ism is specially adapted to all the needs of the 
world, and I hope and trust that in its various 
branches our Society may be increasingly alive to 
the mandate evidently being renewed to it, ‘‘ Arise 
and shine, for thy light is come.” 


THomas CLARK. 
Grafton, Ontario, Canada. 


YEARNING FOR POWER. 


‘¢T can myself go back almost twelve years and 
remember two holy women who used to come to 
my meetings. It was delightful to see them there. 
When I began to preach I could tell by the expres. 
sion of their faces that they were praying for me. 
At the close of the Sabbath evening meetings they 
would say to me, ‘ We have been praying for you.’ 
I said, ‘ Why don’t you pray for the people?’ They 
answered, ‘ You need the power.’ ‘J need power? 
I said to myself; ‘why J thought I had power.'\ 
had a large Sabbath School, and the largest con- 
gregation in Chicago. There were some conver- 
sions at the time. I was, in a sense, satisfied. But 
right along these two godly women kept praying 
for me, and their earnest talk about ‘anointing for 
special service’ set me thinking. I asked them to 
come and talk with me, and we got down on our 
knees. ‘They poured out their hearts that I might 
receive the anointing from the Holy Spirit, and 
there came a great hunger into my soul. \ did not 
know what it was. I began to cry as I never did 
before. The hunger increased. I really felt that 
I did not want to live any longer if I could not have 
this power for service. Then came the Chicago 
fire. I was burnt out of house and home at two 
o’clock in the morning. This did not so much affect 
me; my heart was full of the yearning for Divine 
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wer. 1 was to go ona special mission to raise 
funds for the homeless, but my heart was not in the 
work for begging. I could not appeal. I was cry- 
ing all- the time that God would f// me with his 
Spirit. Well, one day, in the city of New York— 
oh, what a day! I cannot describe it ; I seldom 
refer to it ; it is almost too sacred an experience to 
name. Paul had an experience of which he never 
spoke for fourteen years. I can only say God re- 
vealed himself to me, and I had such an experience 
of his love shat J had to ask him to stay his hand.\ 
went to preaching again. The sermons were of 
different; I did not present any new truths ; and 
yet hundreds were converted. 1 would not now be 
placed back where I was before that blessed exper- 
tence, if you would give me all Glasgow —it would 
be as the small dust of the balance. I tell you it 
isa sad day when a convert goes into the Church, 
and that’s the last you hear of him. If, however, 
you want this power for some selfish end—as, for 
example, to gratify your own ambition, you will 
not get it. ‘No flesh,’ says God, ‘shall glory in 
my presence.’ May he empty us of self, and fill 
us with his Spirit.’’ D. L. Moopy. 
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A RUSSIAN COUNT BECOMES A NON- 




































































































































































' RESISTANT. 
us sii” a 
to Quite a remarkable book, called << My Religion,” 
ise has lately been published by that Russian writer of 
fiction, Count Leo Tolstoi. The latter, who was 
born in the year 1828, received a good home edu- 
cation, and studied the Oriental languages at the 
University of Kasan ; entered the army at the age 
of twenty-three as an officer of artillery, serving 
later on the staff of Prince Gortschakof; was one 
a of the defenders of Sebastopol in the Crimean war, 
to and immediately afterward wrote a series of ‘‘ War 
4 Sketches ” and other books, which soon made his 
de name widely popular. In 1860 appeared ‘ War 
oe and Peace,” a historical romance dealing with the 
hey Napoleonic invasion of 1812 and the events follow- 
mu ing the retreat from Moscow. A change, however, 
hey coming over the mind of the soldier-officer, he re- 
ar? nounced the military occupation (and, I believe, 
Y that of the novelist) and in order to manifest his 
ens sympathy with and for the humble tillers of the soil, 
ae he retired to the country, and is leading, as an- 
But nounced, a ‘* life of frugality and unaffected toil in 
ying the cultivation of his estates.” 
for The manner in which this change came about 
7% was, he tells us, through reading the Sermon on the 
-_ Mount—the passages which seemed to him as the 
right key to the whole matter, being Matt. v. 38, 39: 
j ‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for 
1 not aneye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto 
+ did you, That ye resist not evil.” 
that “These words,” he says, ‘‘ suddenly appeared to 
have me as it I had never read them before. Always 
icago before, when I had read this passage, I had, singu- 
- two larly enough, allowed certain words to escape me. 
affect Sut I say unto you that ye resist not evil. To me 
Divine ithad always been as if the words just quoted had 
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never existed, or had never possessed a definite 
meaning. Later on, as I talked with many Chris- 
tians familiar with the Gospel, I noticed frequently 
the same blindness with regard to these words. No 
one remembered them, and often in speaking of 
this passage, Christians took up the Gospel to see 
for themselves if the words were really there.” 

He says further as to these singular contradic- 
tions between Christian theory and practice: ‘I 
was taught the soldier’s trade, that is, to resist evil 


by homicide; the army to which I belonged was 
called ‘ The Christophile Army,’ and it was sent 


forth with a Christian benediction. From infancy 
to manhood I learned to venerate things that were 
in direct contradiction to the law of Jesus,—to 
meet an aggressor with his own weapons, to avenge 
myself by violence for all offences against my per- 
son, my family, or my race. Not only was I not 
blamed for this; I learned to regard it as not at all 
contrary to the law of Jesus. All that surrounded 
me, my personal security and that of my family and 
my property, depended then upon a law which 
Jesus reproved,—the law of ‘a tooth for a tooth.’”” 

He further continues: “Some time ago I was 
reading in Hebrew the fifth chapter of Matthew 
with a Jewish rabbi. At nearly every verse the 
rabbi said, ‘This is in the Bible,’ [Old Testa- 
ment] or ‘ This is in the Talmud,’ and he showed 
me in the Bible and in the Talmud sentences very 
like the declarations of the Sermon on the Mount. 
When we reached the words, Rests? not evil, the 
rabbi did not say, ‘ This isin the Talmud,’ but he 
asked me, with a smile, ‘ Do the Christians obey 
this command? Do they turn the other cheek ?” 
J had nothing to say in reply, especially as at that 
particular time, Christians, far from turning the 
other cheek, were smiting the Jews upon both 
cheeks. I asked him if there were anything similar 
in the Bible or in the Talmud? ‘No,’ he replied, 
‘ there is nothing like it ; but tell me, do the Chris- 
tians obey this law?’ It was only another way of 
saying that the presence in the Christian doctrine 
of a commandment which no one observed, and 
which Christians themselves regarded as impracti- 


| cable, is simply an avowal of the foolishness and 


nullity of that law. 
to the rabbi.’’ 

His interpretation of the words ‘‘ Judge not and 
ye shall not be judged,” which he accepts in every 
sense of the term, appears to be carried outside of 
the Scriptural warrant, as the legal tribunals— 
though in very many cases resorted to unneces- 
sarily—seem to be requisite for the adjudication of 
a great many matters. They by no means neces- 
sarily operate to ‘‘ return evil for evil,’’ andthe 
restraint of an offender may be his good; yet 
wherein Tolstoi declares his abhorrence of the ex- 
treme penalty—capital punishment—we can fully 
unite with him. It is on quite other than con- 
scientious grounds that a certain irreconcilable and 
destructive Russian element, that of the Nihilists, 
so decidedly object to the penalty of death. 

With regard to the admonition of Jesus, ‘‘ But I 
say unto you, Swear not at all,” the newly-appre- 


I could say nothing in reply 
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hended views of the Russian writer correspond with 
those which are held by Friends. Suggestive and 
instructive is the passage following : 

‘* Does it not forbid us to take the oath indispen- 
sable to the assembling of men into political groups 
and the formation of a military caste ? The soldier, 
that special instrument of violence, goes in Russia 
by the nickname of frissataga (sworn ,in). If I 
had asked the soldier at the Borovitzky gate how 
he solved the contradiction between the gospels 
and military regulations, he would have replied 
that he had taken the oath; that is, that he had 
sworn by the gospels. This is the reply that sol- 
diers always make. The oath is so indispensable 
to the horrors of war and armed coercion that in 
France, where Christianity is out of favor, the oath 
remains in full force. If Jesus did not say in so 
many words, ‘Do not take an oath,’ the prohibi- 
tion ought to be [nevertheless] a consequence of 
His teaching. He came to suppress evil,* and if 
He did not condemn the oath, He left a terrible 
evil untouched. It may be said, perhaps, that at 
the time at which Jesus lived this evil passed unper- 
ceived ; but this is not true. Epictetus and Seneca 
declare against the taking of oaths. A similar rule 
is inscribed in the laws of Mani. The Jews of the 
time of Jesus made proselytes, and obliged them to 
take the oath. How could it be said that Jesus did 
not perceive this evil when He forbade it in clear, 
direct, and circumstantial terms? He said, ‘ Swear 
not at all,’”’ 

Tolstoi does not refer to the Malakans or the 
Mennonites of Southern Russia, as those to whom 
he was indebted, instrumentally, for any of the 
foregoing testimonies. Tne following expression 
of his present non-resistant belief might have been 
written by a Mennonite: ‘*I can no longer co- 
operate with measures maintained by divisions be- 
tween States—the collection of custom duties, taxes, 
the manufacture of arms and projectiles, or any act 
favoring armaments, military science, and, for a 
stronger reason, wars,—neither can I encourage 
others to take any part in them.” 

And this sentence is like an excerpt from Dy- 
mond; ‘‘ But when Christians live in the midst of 
a non-Christian society, which defends itself by 
force of arms and calls upon the Christians to join 
in waging war, then the Christians have an oppor- 
tunity for revealing the truth to them who know it 
not. A Christian knowing the truth bears witness 
of the truth before others, and this testimony can 
‘be made manifest only by example. He must re- 
nounce war and do good to all men, whether they 
are foreigners or compatriots.” 

It is greatly to be regretted that our author, 
though expressing his unity with the ‘doctrine of 
Christ,’” is nevertheless, in his views, evidently a 
rationalist. Confounding the divine Light vouch- 
safed to man with that of reason, he finds that 
‘Jesus taught men to lift on high the light of 
reason. He taught them to live, guiding their 
actions by this light, and to do nothing contrary 


—. correctly—to save man, made in the divine image, from the 
evil.—L. 
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to reason.’’ He hence disbelieves in the usually. 
accepted doctrine of man’s fall and the divine pro- 
vision made for his redemption, showing by cita- 
tions that he has stumbled at that popular doctrine 
of substitution and imputation which permits one 
to continue in sin when once he has said ‘that 
‘* Jesus has done everything.” 

Tolstoi states that the metropolitan Philaret pre- 
pared a catechism with proper regard for the sus- 
ceptibilities of the military class—‘‘ The Christian 
Catechism of the Orthodox Church’’—and that 
from this catechism the ‘‘ Book of Selected Pray- 
ers"’ was compiled ; that it is published “‘ by order 
of his Imperial Majesty,” and has been in use in 
all the schools and churches of Russia since 1839. 
This catechism (of the Czar Nicholas?) may have 
superseded the simple ‘‘Scripture Lessons,’’ pre- 
pared at Petersburg twenty years earlier, with the 
approval of the Emperor Alexander, by Grellet, 
Allen and others, and by the Emperor’s order 
adopted for the use of schools in Russia, and trans- 
lated afterward into many languages. There are 
probably Friendsin London who may know whether 
so undesirable a substitution really occurred. 

Jostan _W. LEEDs, 


A COURT OF NATIONS. 


Murder in all civilized countries is discouraged, 
and private vengeance, when exercised upon a 
person, is punished as a crime. _ 

The spirit of law, then, which embodies the 
spirit of the age, coincides with the doctrine of 
Christ thus far. It condemns personal violence, 
But the strange and anomalous fact is that those 
public persons called Nations continue to do what 
individuals must not. National laws have estab- 
lished courts of justice for the restraint of the vio- 
lent. All disputes arising between individuals that 
cannot be settled by conference may be decided in 
a legal and judicial way. 

But there is not on the face of the earth one per- 
manent international court! If nations quarrel 
there is but one method of decision, sanctioned by 
history, tradition, and what is called international 
law, that is, to fight. The issue must be submitted 
to what Charles Sumner rightly called a duel. It 
is illegal for me to fight. It is legally right for 
America, my country, to wage war! There is a 
court in which I may obtain redress. There is 
none for my country. 

Between the States of the Union the Supreme 
Court has jurisdiction. Other courts are compe 
tent to act between corporations, or in controver- 
sies between corporations and individuals. But 
when you come to nations, there is no remedy at 
law, no court; if they differ, they fight. 

It is to remedy this that we pray and labor. To 
repeal the barbarous and bloody ‘arbitrament of 
the sword,” to establish learned, wise, responsible 
tribunals whose sole business shall be to act as at 
bitrators on international questions, whether large 
or small ; for this we contend. 4 

To such a court our threatening fishery questions 
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could be at once submitted. Till such a court is 
established it is in accordance with old customs to 
send a cruiser into Canadian - waters to watch, 
bluster, threaten, and, if provoked, fight. Then 
come national exasperation, madness and revenge, 
which demand war. 

And war is immeasurable waste, woe and wick- 
edness. It is merely the almost infinite multiplica- 
tion of the evils of private fighting. And yet we 
are told that public is more justifiable than private 
war !—.4merican Advocaie of Peace. 
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THE CONGRESS OF CHURCHES AT CLEVE- 
LAND, OHIO. 


The program of the Cleveland Congress was 
well filled. 

Governor Foraker, of Ohio, presided, and in his 
absence the chair was occupied by General Drake, 
of Ohio. 

The most interesting discussion of the Congress 
was the sermon of Tuesday evening, when Bishop 
Gilmour, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Cleveland, 
made a very able defence of the position of the 
Roman Catholics in the matter of the public school 
question, and was answered in a very graceful and 
beautiful way by the Rev. J. Coleman Adams, a 
Methodist clergyman from Chicago, Ill. 

No discussion showed so completely the breadth 
and the mission of the Congress of Churches as did 
this very remarkable debate in the presence of three 
thousand people. 

In the Wednesday evening discussion, when the 
subject was ‘‘ The Workingman’s Distrust of the 
Church ; Its Causes and Remedies,” Mr. John Jar- 
rett, of the Amalgamated Iron and Steel Associa- 
tion of Pittsburg, and Mr. Henry George, the 
well-known author of ‘‘ Progress and Poverty,’’ 
shared the honors of the occasion ; though perhaps 
fora calm and Christian review of the situation, 
the paper by the Rev. Wayland Hoyt, D.D., of 
Philadelphia, was the best received. 

The venerable Dr. Curry (Methodist) of New 
York, stood firm for the old creed and the old 
Gospel in the discussion of the subject, ‘‘ A Neces- 
sity for a Present Re-statement of Christian Be- 
liefs,”’ while the Rev. E. P. Parker, of Hartford, 
Chairman of the local committee of the Hartford 
Congress, aroused the audience with his words of 
eloquence as he pleaded that the Church of to-day 
— walk before the Lord in the land of the 
iving. 

But perhaps the fullest and ablest discussion of 
the entire session was that of Thursday morning, 
on the subject of ‘* Readjustments in the Church to 
Meet Modern Needs,” when the Rev. B. B. Tyler, 
and the Rev. "Wm. S. Rainsford, of New York, 
argued for readjustments in our methods of dealing 
with and reaching the poor in our cities ; the Rev. 
S. W. Dike, of Royalton, Vt., and the Rev. Wm. 
Barrows, of Reading, Mass., spoke on the subject 
in its relationship to frontier life; and the Rev. 
E.S. Lowrey, of Dayton, O., and the venerable 
Archdeacon Kirby, of Brooklyn, spoke on the 
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same subject in its relationship to the foreign field. 

The Rev. Dr. Haydn, of Cleveland, and the 
Rev. Julius H. Ward, of Boston, clinched the sub- 
ject and brought the scattered threads together in a 
well compacted and striking way. 

The second meeting of the Congress of Churches, 
as one can gather the results from it by attendance 
at its sessions, and by seeing the impression made 
upon the men of Cleveland, was a great inspiration 
and success.—/ndependent. 


-_ 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Ir is said that in the State of Ecuador, South 
America, there is a Romish church for every 150 
people ; ten per cent. of the population are priests, 
monks, or nuns, and seventy-five per cent. can 
neither read nor write. 272 days in the year are 
either fast or feast days. — 7émoin de la Vérité. 


Mr. ATWoop writes from the province of Shansi, 
China: ‘In the cities nine-tenths of the men and 
all the women, probably, are slaves to opium ; 
while in the villages the number of those who use 
it is far above one-half, and probably more than 
two-thirds of all the people.” — Friend of Missions. 

THE Women’s Board of Missions in connection 
with the American Board have now 98 missionaries, 
98 Bible women, 27 boarding and 182 village 
schools. A girl wished to leave one of the Turkish 
boarding schools and return to her native village. 
When asked why, she replied, ‘‘ How can I be easy 
here when they are in the dark there?’ Of the 
seven Bible women at Madura in South India Dr. 
Reot says: ‘* The prayers these women make move 
me as prayers have seldom done, and their Bible 
knowledge seems so marvellous that I feel like sit- 
ting at their feet and asking for their secret.’’ 888 
women have been under their regular instruction, 
and nearly 20,000 have listened to the Gospel from 
their lips. A Sunday-school was started last sum- 
mer under the very stadow of Menarchi’s temple, 
‘*the cheeriest Sunday-school I ever saw,” says 
Mrs. Capron. A girl was sent to one of the 
Japanese schools because she was so naughty at 
home her friends could do nothing with her. At 
the end of two years she was sent home a quiet, 
thoughtful, Christian girl. Her parents said, ‘If 
the Jesus way is the cause of this great change it 
must be a good thing, and we wish to know more 
about it.’”” It was the beginning of a great work ° 
in that village, and all of that family became con- 
verted. When one of the Japanese Bible women 
died, several of the women said to her, ‘‘I will 
take up your work and do it just as far as I am 
able ;” and so by her death her pastor says her in- 
fluence was multiplied a hundred-fold.— Friend of 
Missions. 


Rum 1s Ruin.—The Mohammedan Emir, of 
Nupe, a country bordering on the river Niger, in 
Africa, lately sent the following letter to a native 
missionary to hand to Bishop Crowther : 

‘*The matter about which I am speaking with 
my mouth, I write it. It is not a long matter. It 
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is about Baras’ (rum or gin). Barasi has ruined | 


our country. It has ruined our people very much. 
It has made our people become mad. I have given 
a law that no one shall buy or sell it. Anyone 
found selling it, his house is to be eaten up (plun- 
dered). Any one found drunk will be killed. For 
God and the prophet’s sake, Crowther must help us 
in this matter. We all have confidence in him. He 
must not leave our country to become spoiled by 
Barasd. Tell him, may God bless him in his work. 
This is the mouth word from Maliki, the Emir of 
Nupe.”’ 


THE Paris municipal authorities have forbidden 
the mention of the name of God in the instruction 
given in the public schools of that city. 


BisHop TayLor writes from Mayumba, March 
22, 1886, to Richard Grant: 

‘* T arrived here last night in first class condition, 
body and spirit. I met Bro. Northam at Gaboon. 
He left here about the same time that I left Angola, 
the middle of October. He got our mission house 
at Mamba, 24x30 feet, under roof, but having no 
funds to carry on the work, left on a-contract for 
wages at Elobi, a couple of hundred miles north, 
and now has engaged to superintend the building 
of a house for the Presbyterian Mission at Gaboon 
for a couple of months. Brother Northam is not a 
minister, nor a candidate for the ministry, but a 
mechanic of good Christian repute. 

‘* Brother Benoit is doing well. He gets his sup- 
port by teaching French, is studying the Congo 
language, and has contracted for completing a 
house. I will assist in that and secure a farm and 
prepare the way D. V. to establish here in another 
year a good self-supporting industrial school and 
mission. 

‘¢T will have about two months to spend here, 
and then join our people as they pass about the 
2oth of May. 

‘‘T have received a letter from Bro. Ratcliffe. 
He is of the right sort. He knows French, Ger- 
man and English, and will make an able minister 
of the Gos} el. He does not report the progress of 
the work along the line in Angola, but from his 
silence on that subject and the joyous tone of his 
letter, I take it for granted that they are well and 
at their work. Itis only a question of a year or 
two when a sure footing of self-support will be se- 
cured. Meantime we can send them a few barrels 
of flour if necessary. 

‘* The Lord is leading and we are bound to suc- 
ceed. If it should take a year or even two, in case 
of drought, to reach a safe basis of self-sustentation, 
it will be better than the old plan that employs 40 
years at it, and does rot, except in isolated cases, 
reach it in 40, or probably twice 4o years. I say 
success to all such missions. They doa good work, 
but if we can in a barbarous country like this utilize 
the indigenous resources and agency and get such 
a short cut on it, and move so rapidly as is possi- 
ble on this line, why should not every child of God 
rejoice'and praise Him for such a work? Glory to 
God in the highest.” Gospel in Ali Lands. 










Day oF SPECIAL PRAYER.—A suggestion has 
come from Great Britain that a day should be ap. 
pointed as a season of special prayer in behalf ot 
foreign missions. The Prudential Committee of 
the American Board recommends that on the first 
Sunday of November next (November 7) there shall 
be ‘‘ concerted supplications for the universal out. 
pouring of the Holy Spirit and for the speedy ad- 
vancement of Christ’s kingdom among all nations 
and people of the earth.” 

We cordially recommend the day and object 
named. Our Missionary Committee will then be in 
session, and the Methodist Church will gladly unite 
witn others in prayer to God for His blessing upon 
the work committed to the Church, and upon the 
workers who. are toiling in the great effort to bring 
the world to Christ. Such united prayer will bring 
us nearer to Christ and nearer to each other, and 
bring down blessings upon all our mission fields.” 
— Gospelin All Lands. . 

JouN RuskIN writes thus to the editor of the 
Pall Mail Gazette concerning the Bible: 

I seein your columns, as in other literary jour- 
nals, more and more buzzing and fussing about 
what M. Renan has found the Bible to be, or Mr. 
Huxley not to be, or the bishops that it might be, 
or the school board that it mustn’t be, etc., etc., 
etc. Let me tell your readers who care to know, 
in the fewest possible words, what it ¢s. It is the 
grandest group of writings existent in the rational 
world, put into the grandest language of the rational 
world in the first strength of the Christian faith, by 
an entirely wise and kind saint, St. Jerome ; trans- 
lated afterward with beauty and felicity into every 
language of the Christian world ; and the guide, 
since soxtranslated, of all the arts and acts of that 
world which have been noble, fortunate, and happy. 
And by consultation of it honesily, on any serious 
business, you may always learn—a long while be- 
fore your Parliament finds out—what you should do 
in such business, and be directed perhaps to work 
more serious than you had thought of. 











> 


‘THE CHURCH FOR THE TiMEs.—1. The Church 
for the times will be in close contact and in con- 
stant co-operation with Reality. 

2. It will have for its central creed the Vital 
Orthodoxy of both the Scriptures and of self- 
evident truth—that is, the Necessity of the New 
Birth, the necessity of an Atonement, the duty of 
immediate repentance. 

3. It will teach all the commands of Christ to all 
nations, and God will be with it at all times. 

4. It will assert the priesthood of all believers, 
when they are endued with power from on high. 

5. It will meditate on whatsoever things are true 
and lovely and of good report. 

6. It will be aggressive, scholarly and popular, 
and all lawful things to all men, so as by all means 
to save some. 

7. It will teach that the Holy Spirit is a present 
Christ, and our Lord the world’s Lord.—/oseph 
Cook. 
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For Friends’ Review. 


EVOLUTION. 


In an article published some time ago by a pro- 
fessor in a western College, he says that ‘‘ evolution 
is now accepted by all the masters in science.”’ 
Remarks of a similar character are still frequently 
made, and the assertion is accepted as true by 
many who have not examined the subject of evolu- 
tion thoroughly in its different bearings, and who 
do not know that many of the greatest men in 
science have not accepted it at all, among which 
may be named the late Louis Agassiz, the greatest 
naturalist of the present century, and J. W. Daw- 
son, who is not excelled in America among living 
scientists for his knowledge in organic science. 
Dr. Dawson gave a lecture a few years ago before 
the Association for the Advancement of Science, 
furnishing an atray of facts which completely dis- 
proved the assertion that the highest order of ani- 
mals had been gradually developed from inferior 
ones. His intimate knowledge of the fossils in the 
different rocks of the earth enabled him to state 
that in no instance, out of innumerable cases, had 
the sj‘ecies found in the lower rocks been found to 
pass by transition into those of the upper rocks. 
The newer fossils were found to have been devel- 
oped all at once with entire distinctness, and in 
different parts of the world. Some exceptions have 
been claimed, just as some men now claim that 
wheat will turn to chess, or a plant of one genus to 
that of another, but the most that can be said of 
such claims is that they are of solitary monstrosi- 
ties. The statements given in this lecture of Dr. 
Dawson, of the long and successive origin of dis- 
tinct animals, are alone sufficient to well-balanced 
minds to overthrow the essential claims of Dar- 
winism. 

In a conversation with the late George Geddes, 
whose scientific knowledge and clear judgment 
were well known to American agriculturists, he 
said that nothing could be more erroneous than the 
notion of ‘‘the survival of the fittest,” as applied 
to improved domestic animals. Take for instance 
the short-horn cattle. They had been brought to 
their present high state of improvement by the 
greatest artificial care, and not by mere haphazard 
increase ; and as soon as they were neglected in 
breeding and in high feeding, they rapidly deteri- 
orated. So with improved fruits and flowers, the 
seedlings of which nearly always fall back; and it 
isonly by the greatest care bestowed by man, and 
by the most intelligent artificial, as opposed to 
natural selection, that improved varieties are ever 
obtained. It is well known to those who make it 
a business to originate new fruits, that as a general 
rule many thousand seedlings are required to fur- 
nish by careful selection a single variety which shall 
be equal in al] respects to older sorts. 

Darwin’s great position was ‘‘ the survival of the 
fittest.’” Unfortunately for his theory, the *‘ fittest,” 
instead ot surviving, has often entirely disappeared. 
Take an animal so small in the scale of creation as 
the common honey-bee, and which perhaps he sup- 
posed could be gradually improved to a higher grade 
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of being ; this minute animal will do what the most 
skillful man cannot accomplish, and after flying 
through miles of dense forest, will not blunder into 
the wrong hive, while man would become bewil- 
dered and puzzled in the forest. A cat, carried in 
a close cage a few years ago from Syracuse to Ge- 
neva, in New York, a distance of over forty miles, 
returned to its home at once. The writer has seen 
a four-days’ pig, after being carried in a close 
basket half a mile over a very crooked path, and 
turned about many times, attempt to return to the 
home it came from in a straight bee-line, with as 
much accuracy as if its path had been laid out bya 
skillful land-surveyor with his compass. No human 
being, similarly treated, could have performed that 
feat. Not even Sir Isaac Newton could have known 
the points of the compass after being turned about 
in the dark indefinitely. The inferior animal, in 
these instances, has retained a knowledge which 
has not survived in man, if he was gradually im- 
proved from them, by ‘‘ the survival of the fittest.”’ 

This world is not a chance world. The Divine 
Intelligence who created and now upholds it,* and 
which Darwin denied, has not left all in chaos, to 
take care of itself. The highest human intelligence 
is puny indeed when compared with the immensity 
and intricacy of creation. Newton said, near the 
close of his life, that he seemed like a child playing 
with pebbles on the sea-shore, while the great 
ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before him ; 
and La Place, after a long life of successful dis- 
covery said, ‘* What we know is very little, what 
we do not know is immense.’’ Carlyle remarked, 
«¢ All our boasted science is but a thin film floating 
upon the infinite océan of nescience.” 

Yet every observing human being can see around 
him on every side myriads of examples of design which 
utterly disprove the notion that all is developed by 
its own self-action. The comparison is not an un- 
fitting one of the two supposed theories of the 
origin of Milton’s ‘‘ Paradise Lost.” One person 
ascribes its production directly to the immortal 
poet who wrote it. ‘* No,” says the opponent, ‘I 
do not believe it can be the work of any man— 
there is no such genius living,—it was produced by 
throwing up into the air a million printer’s types, 
and they all came down by ‘chance or natural 
selection’ into the great poem.’’ Nothing could 
be more absurd than such a position ; but there are 
almost an infinitely greater number of coincidences 
in the world and universe about us, the result of 
Creative Design, and not of chance or haphazard 
selection. y. j. &. 


[We agree with J. J. T. on most points in the 
above article, though not quite upon all. It is true 
that Louis Agassiz withstood to the last the theory 
of evolution, but his son, Alexander Agassiz, is a 


decided believer in it. Professor J. W. Dawson 
still holds out against it; but Professor Dana, our 
other great American geologist, has within a few 
years accepted it. Hardly any other name of simi- 
lar position in the scientific world to theirs can now 


*Heb. i. 2, 3. 
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be cited as opposed to @ theory of evolution. The 
great difference now is, as to what theory? Heckel, 
in Germany, has advocated athezstic evolution, out 
and out. Darwin did not do that; although too 
often ignoring the manifestations of design in the 
creation. Herbert Spencer, who has done more 
than any other except Darwin to uphold and ex- 
tend the evolutionary theory, asserts belief in one 
universal Power which is the cause of all things; 
although he adds the entirely unwarrantable as- 
sumption that this Power isunknowable. Prof. Asa 
Gray, of Cambridge, President James McCosh and 
a number of other reverent believers in Christian 
truth, have shown in their writings that it is quite 
compatible with acceptance of the Bible to suppose 
it possible, nay, even probable, that the manner of 
creation by its Divine Author may have been in an 
order of succession such as is meant by the general 
term evolution.*—Zad. Friends’ Review.) 








THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MO. 24, 1886. 











GLaDLy we look, as we have for many years been 
accustomed to do, with most satisfaction, at the 
encouraging aspect of the growth of-the Society of 
Friends in our Western States. The following ex- 
pression occurs in an editorial article in the Chrts- 
tian Worker: 


‘«This we confidently believe, that amongst the 
fruits of our revivals have been thousands of 
humble, devoted, spiritual members of the church, 
many of whom with the full unity of their brethren 
are, we know, in the front ranks of the battle, and 
many others have gone triumphantly to their eter- 
nal rest.” 


To this may be added a part of the account 
lately giyen by Robert W. Douglas to Friends of 
London and Dublin Yearly Meetings : 


‘In Indiana Yearly Meeting, last year there 
were over sixty Evangelists engaged, and over 3,000 
were converted to God. About 1,400 joined our 
Society. The proportion of those who join other 
Churches is comparatively small. Many of the re- 
mainder therefore were our own members. Grow- 
ing out of this is the Church extension work; it 
becomes necessary to provide meeting-houses in 
various places. In one place in Ohio, where there 
were no members, there are now over 1,000, and 
not five-and-twenty of these were original members 
of the Society. 

**In one Quarterly Meeting, twelve years ago, 
there was not a single member of the Society of 
Friends. At the present time there are over 5,000, 
and this is the result of the method pursued as a 
means of their church extension.” 


Accepting these as very important and gratifying 





*See Johnson’s Cyclopedia, article on Evolution. 


results, it seems appropriate to add* that the mem. 
bership of Baltimore Yearly Meeting has grown in 
seven years from 550 to 815 ; an increase of nearly 
50 percent. There active work in evangelization 
has been carried on ; but, so far as we know, with 
very little ofthe ‘‘ modern machinery.” 

One reason for a difference in the success of en- 
deavors to gather in new converts East and West, 
has not yet been noticed in this discussion. This 
is, the unsettlement, in regard to all religious and 
social ties, of a new population, as compared with 
the much more nearly fixed condition of things in 
the Eastern States. With the same machinery, and 
even the same workers, similar results have not 
been, and, we believe, cannot’ or could not be 
effected, in Massachusetts, Eastern New York or 
Pennsylvania, as have been obtained in Indiana, 
Iowa and Kansas. 

Again we most earnestly disclaim any disposition 
to take one jot or one tittle from the value of the 
increase of our Society in numbers or in power, 
wherever it has occurred. But a sober estimate of 
the real nature and prospects of this growth is im- 
portant, for its own sake. When we remember the 
complete absence of similar use of means when 
three thousand were brought to Christ on the day 
of Pentecost, and that no such means were resorted 
to by George Fox and his associates when they 
gathered together their scores of thousands into 
their newly-born Society, our conviction is strong 
that such success as has been obtained in soul-saving 
is not due to ‘‘ machinery ;’’ but only to the power 
of God accompanying the preaching of ‘‘ Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.’’ Old machinery has 
done harm by obstructing the work of the Divine 
power. We believe the fear to be well-grounded, 
that ‘* modern machinery’ hinders its best work, 
by dissipating the energy which it would confer, 
and wasting it on apparent rather than on real and 
lasting results. 





DusBLIN AND LONDON YEARLY MEETINGS are 
fully reported in the (London) Friend and British 
Friend for Sixth mo. Time has not yet been al- 
lowed us to make any abstract of their proceedings. 
Some of the main conclusions of London Yearly 
Meeting were mentioned in the last letter of 
our London Correspondent. One of the most 
important of these, from the standpoint of Ameri- 
can Friends, is the determination to send no epistle 
to Canada this year. 





*As stated, from recent information, by J. B, Braithwaite, Jr, ia 
London Yearly Meeting. 
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Ir1isH FRIENDS may well claim our sympathy 
under tueir peculiar and trying circumstances. 
They are most numerous in Ulster, which is pre- 
dominantly Protestant, as compared with the other 
provinces of Ireland, 

It is, however, difficult for us to understand why 
Friends and others should be so extremely opposed 
to the principle of ‘‘Home Rule”’ in Ireland. 
John Bright maintains, as did also the late William 
Edward Forster, the same ovposition. We can 
only partially account for it by the expectation or 
apprehension that an Irish Parliament will be so 
dominated by the Roman Catholic majority as to 
be unjust and oppressive towards all Protestants. 
American experience with popular government 
does not favor this fear. Rather may we believe 
that Gladstone is right in asserting that the Irish 
nation is not, and under better circumstances will 
prove itself not to be, so different from all the 
other peoples of the world, as to fail to grow 
stronger, wiser and happier under institutions con- 
ferring a measure of liberty, than it has been 
while governed almost entirely from without, as a 
subject country. 


_ DIED. 
PECKHAM.—At the residence of her brother; J. 


William Peckham, in Westmoreland, N. Y., the 2d of 
Sixth month, 1886, Mary D. Peckham, the only re- 
maining daughter of the late Isaac Peckham, aged 
nearly 40 years; a member of Westmoreland Monthly 
Meeting. The removal of this dear friend will be 
keenly felt by a large circle of relatives and friends. 
Much of the time for the past twelve years she was an 
invalid, and had often toendure the most excruciating 
pain; being many times brought so low that her life 
was despaired of, but manifesting through it all re- 
markable serenity of mind. Often was she a wonder 
to many that witnessed her intense sufferings, and 
would hear her testify of the Lord's goodness to her, 
and of the joy of the Lord which filled her soul. The 
— the pain the greater the peace that she felt. 
turing her last illness she was desirous, if it was the 
Lord’s will, that she might be raised up as an instru- 
ment of good to others, especially for the members of 
her own family, but remarked that the Lord would do 
right, and that she felt that her end would be glorious. 
Her spirit has fled, we have. no doubt, to that city 
where none of its inhabitants can say, I am sick. 


TOMLINSON.—At Bush Hill, North Carolina, Fifth 
mo, 9th, 1886, William Sidney Tomlinson, in his 52d 
year, 

For a number of years he had been actively en- 
gaged in Sabbath-school work, first occupying the 
place of superintendent at Springfield, and for the last 
two years at Bush Hill. 

On a beautiful Sabbath morning he left his home, 
feeling unusually bright and happy, reaching the 
school early, so as to prepare on the blackboard an 
object-lesson. He opened the school in his usually 
quiet but earnest manner, and a short time afterwards 
was speaking with one of the teachers, when he sud- 
denly sat down, and the teacher upon noticing him 


REVIEW. 145 


thought he had fainted. His friends were by his side 
immediately, but their efforts to restore consciousness 
were unavailing, and the doctor, a brother, who came 
in a very few minutes, could bring no relief, but to the 
anguish of every heart said “he is gone.” Words 
fail to express the sorrow that the sudden schock 
brought to his family and relatives and friends, but we 
rejoice in knowing that he was ready for the summons, 
and to him it wasa joyous entrance into eternal glory. 
His every-day life told that he walked with Jesus, 
and the love of God shed abroad in his heart was 
manifested in the many acts of kindness and charity 
to those around him. For years he was clerk of the 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings and one of the trus- 
tees of Friends’ school at New Garden. In all these 
offices our loss of him will be greatly felt. 


“ Another hand is beckoning us, 
Another call is given, 

And glows once more with angel steps 
The path which reaches heaven. 


“ Alone unto our Father’s will 
One thought hath reconciled, 

That He, whose love exceedeth ours, 
Hath taken home His child.” 


NEW ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING. 


With the advantages of bright, blue skies and de- 
lightful weather, the Yearly Meeting convened this 
year at Newport, R. [., Sixth mo. roth. 

The Sessions of the first day were those of the Meet- 
ing on Ministry and Oversight. Among the interest- 
ing discussions of the day, duties of this meeting to 
the direct Gospel work of the Church were considered. 
As at present constituted, this meeting consists of 
about one-fourth of the adult membership of the So- 
ciety in New England. The feeling is rapidly gain- 
ing among us that this meeting #usf more fully iden- 
tify itself in its official capacity with the evangelistic 
and pastoral work of the Church. The prepara‘ion of 
the ministers for the exercise of their gifts by more 
thorough and systematic study of the Bible, was also 
earnestly advocated by several Friends, 

Credentials for the following ministers from other 
Yearly Meetings were read, viz.: Rebecca Collins, 
Jonathan De Voll, Joseph Knowles and Sarah W. 
Congdon, of New York; William L. Pearson and 
Jesse McPherson, from North Carolina; John P. Pen- 
nington, Mary H. Chappell, John Carey, and Elwood 
Scott of Indiana. M.M. Binford, of Indiana, was 
also present, his credentials having been read a 
previous year. 

Reports from the Quarters note the establishment of 
two meetings the past year, both in Salem Quarter 
Meeting. One Preparative at Pittsfield, N.H, and 
one Meeting for Worship at Lawrence, Mass, Also, 
that several ministers have been recorded. 

William O. Newhall was reappointed Clerk for this 
year, and Timothy B. Hussey and Daniel Maxfield 
Assistant Clerks. 

The reading of the Statistical-Report shows a total 
of 4412 members, Number received by request, 169 ; 
births, 20; deaths, 106; released, 33. The net gain 
over all losses is 42. The deaths have largely been 
among aged Friends, of whom there is a large propor- 
tion in this Yearly Meeting. In the Quarterly Meet- 
ings where more liberal methods of evangelistic work 
have obtained, the gain has been greatest. 

The report of the Committee in charge of the Prov- 
idence School shows the school in favorable condi- 
tion, but with smaller attendance than in former 
years, The percentage of Friends’ children appears. 
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very small. Under the care of the Committee and 
efficient management of the Principal, Augustine 
Jones, the advantages of the school increase every 
year. In answer to some remarks intimating that the 
decrease in the Society in New England might be 
owing to lack of definite denominational teaching in 
the school, several speakers, including some younger 
members, stated their convictions that the cause was 
rather to be found in the lack of freedom in the home 
meetings, and the lack of ministry suitable for trained 
minds, etc. Many younger Friends feel that very 
much of their attachment to the Society is owing to 
the influences thrown around them at the school. 

On Sixth-day evening the Temperance Committee 
held a public meeting. Remarks were made by Ezra 
Hawkes, Augustus T. Cox, Jonathan De Voll, Elwood 
Scott, Emmeline H. Tuttle and William Jacob. The 
chief points insisted upon were, Temperance Instruc- 
tion, the Disuse of Alcohol-as a Medicine, and Prohi- 
bition, 

On Sixth-day afternoon and Seventh-day morning 
very interesting Devotional Meetings were held, in 
which many testified to their blessings in Christ, and 
many were led to full consecration to Him. 

On Seventh-day morning the meeting proceeded to 
the consideration of the State of Society. 

Twenty-six cases of the use of intoxicating liquors 
were reported, which is in the proportion of one to 
each 170 members, 

Pertinent counsel was given by Jonathan De Voll, 
Jesse McPherson and Elwood Scott. 

Meeting in joint session Seventh-day afternoon. 
Reports of various committees were read, 

On Seventh-day evening an interesting Bible Meet- 
ing of the Bible-school Committee was held. A tele- 
gram was read at the opening of the meeting, an- 
nouncing the dangerous illness of Frank Modoc, 
which brought a deep feeling over the meeting. 

Thomas Battey read an essay upon Review Lessons, 
showing practical methods of conducting this difficult 
lesson, one of which was a series of pictorial questions 
answered by the audience. 

George A. Barton introduced the subject of a Home 
School for Bible Study and presented a plan for study 
of the Bible, book by book. Three courses are pro- 
vided: 1st, the New Testament; 2d, the first seven 
books of the Old Testament; 3d, the remaining his- 
torical books, some of the prophetical books and 
psalms, To this will also be added, courses of study 
in the original languages of the Bible. Courses in 
Church History will also be added. 

M. M. Binford spoke upon the same subject, re- 
ferring specially to a normal course for Bible-school 
teachers, a course in Foreign Mission History, and in 
History and Doctrines of the Society of Friends. 

_ Emmeline H., Tuttle spoke of the possibility of find- 
ing time for this study if we utilize the spare moments, 
She said she once read through the entire Bible in 
three months while attending to daily duties, 

_ William L, Pearson also spoke briefly on this sub- 
ject. 

Meetings for Worship and Preaching were held al- 
most all day on First-day, beginning with Devotional 
Meeting at 8.30 A. M., two meetings in different parts 
of the house at 10 A. M., a Young People’s Meeting at 
2.30 P, M., two meetings at 4 and one at 7.30 P, M. 
Elwood Scott, Jonathan De Voll, William J. Thorn- 
bury, Noah C. McLean, George A. Barton, William 
L, Pearson and M. M. Binford took the principal part 
in the services, The Atonement, and its benefits in 
Saving to the uttermost, were the themes of the day. 
There was an almost unanimous testimony to the 
truthfulness of the doctrine of sanctification by faith. 
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On Second-day morning the interesting report of 
the Committee on Gospel work included the following 
summary : Professed conversions, 264 ; renewals, ror ; 
families visited, 498 ; Bible readings, 44. 

In the afternoon session the reading of the minutes 
of the Representative Meeting introduced the subject 
of Divorce, and after some discussion the subject was 
referred back to the Representative Meeting for such 
action as they judge advisable. The question of capi- 
tal punishment was also introduced, particularly with 
reference to the State of Maine, where the death 
penalty, re-inserted in the statutes three years since, 
does not prove satisfactory to the citizens of the State, 
The Representative Meeting was directed to take such 
action during the year as they might see advisable, 

Second-day evening was the occasion of an enthu.- 
siastic meeting of the Women’s Foreign Mission Asso. 
ciation, Of all the public meetings of the various 
committees, none has been more interesting. Charles 
M. Jones spoke on the workin Syria. Emeline H, 
Tuttle on the Kickapoo Indians, and later on her visit 
to Jamaica, also, Timothy B, Hussey spoke relative to 
Jamaica. Elizabeth T, Larkin spuke on Systematic 
Giving. The reports of the year show over 600 mem- 
bers of the Association in the Yearly Meeting, and 
more than $1700 contributed. No work of the church 
has been more effective in bringing our members into 
Christian work. 

Third.day morning the meeting gathered again in 
joint session, We have not yet seen our way to per- 
manent joint sessions, but they are now held for all 
the business which concerns both meetings, 

The excellent London General Epistle was read, 
and 3000°copies ordered printed for distribution in our 
limits. 

The committee appointed to ‘confer with William J. 
Thornberry relative to the reading of his credentials, 
reported adversely to their reading. 

The report of the committee on Foreign Missions 
was read, Among the particulars may be noted: 
Boys in the training home, 30; girls, 15; day schools, 
8; average attendance, 304; out patients treated at the 
medical dispensary last year, 4 532; in-patients, 117. 

A collection was then taken for the work the coming 
year amounting to $554.29. 

At 2.30 P. M. funeral services for Frank Modoc, 
whose burial took place at the same time at Portland, 
Maine, were held. After a song service and prayer, 
Emeline H. Tuttle gave ‘many reminiscences of the 
life of Frank Modoc, as she knew him in the Indian 
Territory. Charles H. Jones spoke of his acquainance 
with him at the Oak Grove school, Maine, where he 
has been for some time in school, Other speakers fol- 
lowed. 

In the afternoon session the report of the Indian 
Committee was read and a collection taken for them 
amounting to $91.78. 

The Report of the Educational Committee was fol- 
lowed by an address by William L. Pearson on the 
advantages of a higher education, and specially the 
knowledge of the original languages of the Bible. 

The Report of the Committee on Oak Grove Semin- 
ary shows the institution in excellent condition. The 
seminary building known as Bailey Hall was com- 
pleted the past year at an expense of $7700.58, Whole 
number of pupils in the various terms of the year, 248. 
The religious interest has been good, with many con- 
versions, A collection was then taken to add to the 
Sybil Jones fund for the school; amount, $77.59. A 
public meeting for worship was held in the evening. 

On Fourth-day two business sessions were held, in 
which the concluding business was transacted, To 
this brief report must be added the statement that one 
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of the chief features of the Yearly Meeting has been 
the large number of devotional meetings, including 
inquiry meetings, daily, in which scores have sought 
and found definite b'essings. The teaching of sancti- 
fication by faith has been greatly blessed to very 
many, and has shown the blessed effects in various 
ways in the meetings, M. M. B. 


—_—_—_———_ oe —_____ 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 
THIRD QUARTER. 

Lesson I. Seventh month 4th, 1886, 

JESUS AND THE BLIND MAN, John ix, 1—17. 


Gotpgen Text.—One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now 
Isee. John ix, 25. 


Jesus had already a day or two earlier (ch. viii. 
12) referred to the second great feature uf the 
Feast of Tabernacles, #. ¢., the lighting of the eight 
candelabra evening by evening in the Temple 
Courts, and had applied the type to Himself, «‘ I 
am the light of the world.’’ He is now to impress 
the lesson still further, and to illustrate it by the 
wonderful miracle of giving sight toa man who 
had been born blind. This event probably took 
place on the Sabbath immediately after the close of 
the Feast. 


1. And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which 
was blind from his birth. <‘* Of the six miracles 
connected with blindness which are recorded in the 
Gospels, this is the only one described as blindness 
from birth.”’—Z/icott. On this account it was 
rather a miracle of creation than of. healing, since 


the man had never possessed the stnse of sight at 


all. 
time. 

2. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, 
who did sin, this man or his parents? The 
idea of physical suffering being necessarily con- 
nected with sin was very common among the Jews; 
in this case, however, the disciples were perplexed 
about it, for how could a blindness that had dated 
from his birth be the result of the man’s own sin ? 
Was it not rather perhaps the result of his parents’ 
sin? 

3. Leither hath this man sinned, nor his parents. 
Jesus answers that this blindness was not the result 
of sin at all.* It is far truer to say that all sins 
against the body are necessarily followed by physi- 
cal suffering, than to say that physical suffering is 
necessarily the result of sin in the individuals con- 
cerned. But that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him. Heze again our Lord draws 
aside the curtain and shows us His Father, this 
time as the God of Light. The daily miracle of 
light and the miracle of eyes whereby to see the 
light might pass unheeded by us, but in curing this 
blind man Christ emphasizes the fact that these 
works are the works of His Father. I Johni. 5 
shows what a deep impression this revelation of 
God made upon the Apostle John. 

4. J (better with the R. V. ‘‘We”’) must work 


And herein lies its special significance at this 


* That is, of any particular person’s sin. It hardly follows from 
our Lord’s words that all disease may not be the result of sin having 


come into the world —Zd. Frieuds’ Review, 
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the works of him that sent me while it is day. 
While it is day seems here to mean whilst the op- 
portunity lasts. Even Christ had His opportunity, 
and must improve it. His life on earth was the 
opportunity for the performance by Him of these 
outward acts of mercy. After His crucifixion, now 
only about six months distant, the historic part of 
His existence would be over. If we accept the 
change from / te we, which is supported by many 
of the best MSS., we can only marvel at the conde- 
scension which linked His disciples so closely with 
Him in Hiswork. The night cometh when no man 
can work. Alford says: ‘‘‘The day’ is the ap- 
pointed course of the working of Jesus on earth, 
and ‘might’ the close of it.” See Lu. xxii. 53. 
There are certain works which must be done during 
our sojourn on earth, or left undone forever. We 
must experience and testify to the power of Christ 
to deliver us from the troubles and sins that over- 
whelm us now. When we are safe in heaven ¢his 
opportunity will be over. 

5. As long as I am in the world I am the light 
of the world. That is to say, this work of being 
the light of the world was one of those that could 
be fulfilled in this sense only whilst He was in the 
world. 

6. He spat on the ground; &c. Something 
similar to this is recorded in the case of the blind 
man in Mark viii. 23. The object in both seems 
to be to establish the personal connection between 
Christ and those He was about to heal. They 
could not see Him, and this man mentioned by 
John did not know anything of Christ, and had not 
solicited any cure, but they could feel the touch of 
the anointing fingers: thus faith and expectation 
would be aroused. 

7. Go wash in the pool of Siloam. Wash off the 
clay which had just been spread on his eyes. Christ 
gives him something to do in the matter himself, 
both as a test of his faith and also to strengthen it. 
Which is by interpretation, Sent. ‘Or, sending— 
#. ¢., outlet of waters. Sayce calls it ‘ tunnel,’ and 
the‘name came from its being the outlet or channel 
for the waters that flowed from under the Temple. 
The pool, by its very name, was a symbol of Him 
who was sent into the world to work the works of 
God (verse 4) and who gives light to the world by 
providing a fountain in which not only all unclean- 
ness is washed away, but all ignorance and blind- 
ness of heart.”"—Addott. He went his way there- 

fore, and washed ana came seeing. He did what 
he was told to do, and the result followed. Light 
in spiritual things is still the result of obedience. 
It is, ‘‘ He that doeth the will of the Father that 
shall know of the doctrine.’’ See John viii. 12, &c. 


8. They which before had seen him that he was 
blind. R. V. That he was a beggar.’’ He prob- 
ably at once left off begging and this change was, 
perhaps, what first attracted attention. - 

9. Others said, He is like him: but he said, I 
am he. ‘The man had not yet seen Christ and 
could not give,much testimony about Him, but he 
could and did testify to the change wrought in him- 
self. (See verse 25.) 
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11. A man that ts called Jesus made clay, &c. 
He speaks of Christ as one would naturally speak 
of a stranger whose name one had just heard for 
the first time. J went and washed, and I receivea 
sight. In order to realize the greatness of the 
miracle we must consider what these words meant 
tu the blind man. It was not the beginning of a 
lost but remembered faculty—it was the bursting 
upon his sight for the first time, ef the clear blue 
heavens, and the beautiful earth; well, indeed, 
might he say, ‘‘ Whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

12. Whereis he? From what follows it is evi- 
dent that this question was prompted by malice. 

13. They brought to the Pharisees him that 
aforetime was blind. They took him to Christ’s 
enemies, not to convince them, but to give them 
a new handle against Him. 

14. And it was the Sabbath day, when Jesus 
made the clay, and opened his eyes. ‘‘ There were 
two counts in their indictment. (1) He had made 
clay, and (2) He had healed the man. In neither 
case did He break the Fourth Commandment, but 
only their Pharisaic caricature.’’—Edersheim 

15. Zhen again the Pharisees also asked him, 
This was an official inquiry. 

16. This man is not of God. Seev. 24. Being 
forced to confess the miracle they can only dis- 
credit it by picking flaws in the manner or time 
of its performance. Their difficulty was even greater 
on this than on the former occasion, for Jesus had 
not broken the technique of their Sabbath laws so 
badly as when He ordered the impotent man to carry 
his bed. Besides, the miracle seemed a more re- 
markable one, and lastly the man who had been 
healed was in this case an active and irrepressible 
witness. Hence the excitement seems to have been 
greater and the efforts to discredit the miracle also 
greater than on the former occasion. And there was 
a division among them. Cf. Matt. x. 34. There 
are always some who reject and some who accept— 
when Christ is preached. 


17. Zhey say unto the blind man again. No 
doubt they hoped that the poor beggar had been 
overawed and silenced by the solemnity of their 
opinion expressed (v. 16) and hoped now to receive 
an answer from him favorable to their own views. 
He was too important and influential a witness for 
them to rest in doubt of what he meant to say on 
the subject. What sayest thou of him, that he hath 
opened thine eyes? Rather-with the R. V. ‘* What 
sayest thou of Him, in that He hath opened thine 
eyes ?”—7. ¢., what is thy ideaof His character? He 
said, He is a prophet. The man has no doubt at 
all as tothe main question, viz., whether Jesus is a 
good man or not—he realizes the goodness and 
blessedness of the new gift of sight and knows in 
himself that the man who gave it must be from 
God. See vs. 30.—33. Beginning with this belief, 
it is not long before Christ opens His spiritual eyes 
still further by a direct revelation of Himself to 
Him as ‘the Son of God.” V. 35. Failing to 
overawe the man the council next tried to upset his 
statement of facts by examining his parents. When 
all failed, and the only result was that the man 
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waxed bolder and bolder in his testimony, they at 
last turned him out of the synagogue, which was 
about the worst religious degradation that could 
befall a Jew. But when they turned him out Christ 
found him and added to the gift of natural light 
already given, the more blessed gift of spiritual 
light. 

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1 In this lesson we see Christ as the Light of the 
world in three ways, first, as the author (with His 
Father) of natural light, second, as the author of 
spiritual, saving light, and third, as making manifest 
and condemning the darkness which will not re. 
ceive the light. See ch. viii. 39 and i. 5 and iii, 
19, 20. 

2. V. 3. Bodily affijctions are often permitted, 
not as a punishment for sin, but in order that the 
works of God may be made manifest. To those 
who suffer we would say, 4¢ God work in you, 
either in removing your sickness or in giving you 
grace to bear it to His glory. 

3. V. 7. Obedience to the known will of God 
is the only way to obtain further blessing. The case 
of this blind man is typical—he did what Christ 
told him to do, and physical light was the result— 
let those who are seeking spiritual light do likewise 
and their spiritual eyes will assuredly be opened. 


MorraT AND THE HOTTENTOTS.—One evening 
when Dr. Moffat was stopping at the farm of an Af- 
rican Boer, his host, hearing that he wasa missionary, 
proposed that a service should be held. At length 
the family were seated. 
vants ?”’ asked Mofft. ‘‘Servants! What do you 
mean?’’ ‘*I mean the Hottentots, of whom I see 
sO many on your farm.’”’ ‘ Hottentots! Do you 
mean that, then! Let me go to the mountains and 
call the baboons, if you want a congregation of 
that sort. Or, stop, I have it; my sons, call the 
dogs that lie in front of the door,—they will do.” 
The missionary quietly dropped an attempt which 
threatened a wrathful ending, and commenced the 
service. The psalm was sung, prayer was offered, 
and the preacher read the story of the Syro-Picea- 
ician woman, and selected more especially the words, 
‘¢ Truth, Lord, but even the dogs eat of the crumbs 
that fall from the master’s table.” He had not 
spoken many minutes when the voice of the old 
man was again heard: ‘Will mynheer sit down 
and wait a little? He shall have the Hottentots.” 
The summons was given: and the motley crowd 
trooped in,—many who probably had never been 
within the door of their master’s house before, and 
many more who never before had heard the voice 
of a preacher. When the service was over, and 
the astonished Hottentots had dispersed, the farmer 
turned to his guest and said, ‘* My friend, you took 
a hard hammer, and you have broken a hard head.” 
—Lwves of Robert and Mary Moffat. 









































‘¢ But where are the ser-. 


Take heed of doing anything by imitation as 
from others; but all mind your own concerns.— 
Richard Farnsworth. 
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MUST THE CHINESE GO? 


The New York Zvening Post publishes the fol- 
lowing conversation as having taken place between 
a representative Californian and a New York friend : 

Californian.—‘‘ The Chinese must go. We 
simply can’t stand them. You people out here 
don’t understand the matter. If you had a lot of 
them here, you would be as anxious to get rid of 
them as we are.” 

New Yorker.—‘‘I suppose you long ago dis- 
charged that Chinese cook you had when | visited 
you a few years ago ?”’ 

Californian.—‘‘ Discharged our Chinese cook ! 
Well, 1 guess not. Why, we’ve had that Chinese 
cook twenty-four years, and we couldn’t keep house 
without him.” 

New Yorker.—‘‘I suppose you save a good deal 
of money employing cheap Chinese labor in your 
kitchen. And it must be a great consolation, too, 
to have a cook who would never think of striking 
for higher wages and leaving you if you were not 
ready to pay more, the way servants so often do 
here in New York.” 

Californian.—‘‘ Not strike? Why, our Chinese 
cook struck for higher wages not so very long ago, 
and we had to ‘come down.’ I pay that Chinese 
cook $40 a month which is a good deal more than 
my sister in Indiana pays her two Irish servants 
together.” 

New Yorker.—‘‘ And still you insist that the 
Chinese must go ?”’ 

Californian.—‘‘ Oh, well, our Chinese cook is 
an exception. By the way, what a high building 
that is. It never would do to put up a building 
twelve stories high in San Francisco. Did I write 
you about our experience in that last earthquake?” 


= 


From The Cultivator and Country Gentleman, 
SUCCESS IN FARMING. 

A meeting was held some years ago at the time 
of a State Fair to discuss the profits of farming. A 
hard-working man who was present, said: ‘I 
have been farming for twenty years, and I have 
worked hard all my life, but have not been able to 
lay up anything; it has been one continued pull 
and dig day after day, and I have only kept even. 
{ tell you farming is hard business.’? He was ques- 
tioned, ‘* How large is your family?” The answer 
was, ‘‘{ have six children, mostly boys, and a part 
of them have grown up.’’? ‘‘ You have sent them 
to good schools?’ ‘Yes, they have had a fair 
education.’’ ‘Are you in debt?” ‘‘ No—nothing 
to speak of—I paid off an old mortgage.” The 
questioner then remarked: ‘‘ You have succeeded 
in these twenty years in raising and supporting a 
family; they have enjoyed the health of country 
life, have had a fair education, and you have not 
run behindhand. Could you have done all this 
with the common wages of a mechanic, or with the 
salary of a clerk, buying all your family supplies, 
instead of using what what you don’t sell from 
your farm? Every time you gave any of your 
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family a few miles’ ride, you would have to pay the 
liveryman, instead of taking your own spare team ; 
and the hundreds of little privileges and extras 
which you now get from the land, and which you 
scarcely think of, would run up a large account if 
you had to buy them. The family which you have 
raised and educated shows that you have made your 
business and life a success, although you have not 
thousands at interest. Many of those who at the 
same time went into trade have gone under, and 
are no more heard of.”’ 


The question very properly occurs, what is the 
main object of all the labor of the farm? Is it 
merely to see how many dollars can be put at in- 
terest, leaving the privileges and enjoyments of 
home out of sight? Which of the two men has 
been most successful when they have reached ad- 
vanced age, the man who has made everything 
yield to the accumulation of money, who has half- 
starved his family, allowed them no privileges and 
comforts ; or the man who has not grown rich in 
gold, but has brought up a useful and intelligent 
family of children, and given them all the substan- 
tial advantages which his position has allowed him? 
Is it not too often the case that farmers make the 
accumulation of money too much the sole object of 
their lives? - It is‘proper to keep it in view and to 
devote labor to this object, but it should not include 
everything else. Having succeeded in establishing 
a home, the owner should proceed to gather around 
it simple objects of permanent attraction. His 
children may be easily taught to appreciate the 


beauties of the country. Gardening and fruit 


raising afford perpetual charms. The culture of 
flowers, and ornamental planting generally, may 
receive attention without interfering with good farm 
management. The man who owns a productive 
hundred-acre farm, if he has a rising family of chil- 
dren, should devote one room as a home museum. 
Collections of minerals, insects, dried plants, out- 
lines of fruits, pressed weeds, ears of different vari- 
eties of wheat and corn, specimens of seeds, draw- 
ings of various objects, and valuable books on 
natural history, would make such a room a place 
of great interest, and by continued and small ad- 
ditions throughout successive years the collections 
would become extensive. Take a single example 
of the value of such collectious in specimens in 
labelled phials of all the seeds of weeds which in- 
fest the garden and farm, an examination of which 
and a familiar knowledge of their appearance would 
enable any person who buys seeds of any kind to 
discover what foul stuff any of his proposed pur- 
chases may contain. - 

The farmer who can get his children on the track 
of such studies and investigations, would fit them 
much better for really profitable business, than by 
affording them no better entertainment than idle 
play or frequenting grocery corners. 

The interior attractions of the home should not 
be overlooked. A neat-kept residence will assist 
in making country life inviting. The owner may 
assist his wife in many ways in keeping a neat in- 
terior. He may avoid bringing in mud on his 
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boots, by changing them for a pair of slippers at 
the entrance porch when he comes in for dinner 
or for the evening. He may furnish a few neat and 
cheap workingmen’s cottages, and save the labor 
of boarding of many hands, which will result in 
economy in the long run. 

A library of well-selected books may be an im- 
portant aid in directing the reading of the growing- 
up members of the family. Good books are more 
profitable for study than much of the newspaper 
fiction with which the. press abounds, which con- 
sumes so much time without affording any valuable 
or permanent information. Both books and peri- 
odicals on natural science and on horticulture and 
farming will accomplish much in rendering rural 
pursuits attractive, and in affording many sugges- 
tions for making them financially profitable. The 
time that is spent in useless reading, the money 
that is consumed in purchasing such matter, and 
the cost of needless luxuries in many ways, would 
enable country residents of moderate means to 
secure all the permanent improvements and facili- 
ties which we have pointed out. A young farmer 
was complaining of the hard work required in 
making a living. We inquired of him how much 
the tobacco which he was then smoking cost him 
in a week and in a year? After obtaining a fair 
estimate, we startled him with the statement that 
the yearly cost, placed at 4 cent. in the savings 
bank, with the yearly additions and interest, would 
amount in forty years, or by the time he was sixty- 
five years old, to no less than four thousand dol- 
lars! There are other indulgences like this, which 
become strong habits by use alone, and which 
would be quite as well on the score of health if omit- 
ted, all of which taken together cost more in vari- 
ous ways than the fruits and flowers, the objects of 
natural history, the collection of minerals, the many 
specimens aiding the acquirement of knowledge in 
the culture of the soil, and the cost of the room 
for a museum to contain them, all taken together. 
Here are the agencies which would really do much 
to make farming a success, for in this way the 
owner would reach more that is really worth work- 
ing for, than by the barren labors which give noth- 
ing but hard earned money. | ae 





Dr. LEopoLD Von Ranke died in Berlin full of 
years and honors, and after a long and painful ill- 
ness most patiently borne. He celebrated his 
ninety-first birthday in December of last year. His 
famous ‘‘ The Popes of Rome,’’ a history that. was 
really a continuation of his ‘‘ Princes and Peoples 
of Southern Europe,’’ appearéd in 1854, but was, 
after all, only one production which gave Von 
Ranke his place as a historian and scholar of the 
first order. He leaves a son and two daughters. 
One of the latest, if not the latest, communications 
from his pen was his recent letter to our own His- 
torical Association, read at the session in Washing- 
ton this spring.— Exchange. 
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A little satisfies an humble mind.—/as. Gough. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


IN UNITY IS STRENGTH, 

Editor of Friends’ Review :—The various papers. 
and periodicals of the past few weeks almost teem 
with articles upon certain matters which are of the 
deepest import to the great army of Bible readers and 
believers, and through them of the Christian Church, 
the world over, showing conclusively that it only re. 
quires a live coal from the altar “to kindle a fire 
which shall not be quenched,” against ‘‘ the chaff,” the 
immoralities, the unfair dealing, the unsound politics, 
and the gigantic and grinding monopolies of this age. 
We may well look back for the past fifty years and 
note both the advancements and retrogressions made 
in the varied fields of science, as seen through the eye 
of revealed truth; and seek, through the same source, 
for a knowledge of the reason why Christianity in its 
highest sphere, that sphere which a Fox, a Penn and 
a Barclay honored—has not made such progress also, 
To use the words of an earnest writer: “It is painful 
to find fault with an institution, dearer to one than all 
others on earth ; and whose communionis next to that 
with the Father of us all;” but it may be well to ask, 
not only the silent and the plainly-dressed ones who 
bear the name of Friends, who have used their talents 
faithfully to this very day; but also those who are 
born to plead by mouth and pen for Jesus, whether 
more unity of action cannot be reached, through which 
greater religious life can be attained without exalting 
the creature, than that which now falls to the lot of 
some of us 

It is not for me to infringe further upon thy space at 
this time, but it is a duty which all owe to the church 
and to society at large to show to all a loving spirit, 
through which alone our talents may be doubled, and 
the words ‘“ well done” be heard before us when the 


Master comes to claim His own, 
Philada , Sixth mo. gth, 1886. 








Wuire’s InstrtuTE, Wasasu, Inp., Sixth mo. 8th, 1886. 
Editor Friends’ Review :—Since last writing there 
have been several changes at the Institute. Twenty- 
seven Indian children, eleven girls and sixteen boys, 
whose term had expired, have been returned to their 
homes in the Indian Territory, and three have been 
sent home on account of failing health, Sixteen boys 
and twenty-one girls, three of whom were former pu- 
pils, have been admitted, making our number at 
present sixty-seven. The new pupils seem quite con- 
tented. They have come with the spirit of students, 
and are making good progress, Perhaps never have 
we had better interest, more contentment and greater 
desire to learn than now. The interest in Bible study 
is satisfactory. The work on the farm is performed by 
the boys with increased interest in the growth of crops. 
There have been a few wind storms and abundant 
rains this Spring, doing some injury to garden and 
field crops. Pasturage is good, and we have given 
more attention to stock-ratsing this season than usual. 
The visit of the Associated Executive Committee in 
Fifth month was very cheering to our tamily. The 
breezy, hopeful feeling they brought remains with us. 
We realize that our Heavenly Father's care and 
blessing are granted to us daily. 
BEN)'N S, COPPOCK. 





Weare, N. H., Sixth mo. 6th, 1886. 
Salem Quarterly Meeting was held at Amesbury 
Mass., Fifth mo. 27th, The attendance, as reported 
by representatives from Weare Monthly Meeting, was 
unusually large. The forenoon meeting was addresse 
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by Elwood Scott. The principal event in the after- 
noon meeting was the consideration of the subject of 
Arbitration, referred to this meeting by Weare Monthly 
Meeting. A lively interest was manifested in the 
proposition, and the following minute was made and 
ordered to be sent to the Yearly Meeting: 


“ A suggestion from one of our Monthly Meetings 
in regard to the combined action of all the Yearly 
Meetings of Friends, with a view to influence govern- 
ments on the question of National Arbitration, has 
claimed our attention, and it is concluded to refer the 
subject to the Yearly Meeting, with the hope that that 


body may find its way to make some definite move- 
ment in the matter.” Z. B. 


For Friends’ Review. 


WORSHIP. 


Thou great unseen and Eternal One! 
Creator of all things, where art Thou ? 

That we, the work of Thy hands, may come, 
And in fitting frame at Thine altar bow. 


Are the fanes of earth which men call Thine 
The favored places of Thy abode? 

Dost Thou thy presence in them enshrine— 
And must we seek them to meet with God ? 


And how shall we greet Thee, Lord, unseen ? 
Shall we fashion words with exquisite care ? 

Shall our lips with the sweetest music teem, 
And our forms bow low in the act of prayer? 


Art Thou pleased with diction rich with lore ? 
Do lavish praises obtain regard ? 


May we thus, our Father and Friend, adore, 
And for worship like this expect reward ? 


An answer penned from a Source Divine 
Uprises from out the wrecks of years: 
“The herds on a thousand hills are mine ; 

The elements are My ministers. 


«“With My own presence I fill all space ; 
‘The Heaven of Heavens cannot contain ;’ 
On my footstool, earth, would ye fix My place? 
Would ye build a house to enshrine My name? 


“No vain oblations I bid you bring, 
Nor incense do [ trom you demand ; 

An obedient heart is My offering; 
Subservient ever to My command, 


«T will look to the poor and the contrite one, 
To the meek and lowly My grace impart ; 

To them who receive My words I come, 
And reveal Myself to the pure in heart.” 


Alas, how feeble are all our powers! 

Our highest efforts are blurred and dim— 
Confusion of face alone is ours, 

Whilst praise and glory belong to Him. 


The highest tribute our lips can pay, 

Themes richly inlaid with gems of thought, 
If they only the wisdom of earth display, 

By the Searcher of hearts are held as nought. 


But the hunger and thirst in a humble breast, 
The earnest yearning and heartfelt prayer, 

Whether coined in language or unexpressed, 
Will be known on high and accepted there. 


M. A, E, 
Fishkill Landing, N. Y. 


INDIRECTION. 


BY RICHARD REALF, 


Fair are the flowers and the children, but their subtle 
suggestion is fairer ; 

Rare is the rose burst of dawn, but the secret that 
clasps it is rarer ; 

Sweet the exultance of song, but the strain that pre- 
cedes it is sweeter; 

And never was poem yet writ, but the meaning out- 

’ mastered the meter. 


Never a daisy that grows, but a mystery guideth the 
growing ; 

Never a river that flows, but a majesty scepters the 
flowing ; 

Never a Shakespeare that soared, but a stronger than 
he did enfold him ; 


Nor ever a prophet foretells, but a mightier seer hath 
foretold him. 


Back of the canvas that throbs, the painter is hinted 
and hidden; 

Into the statue that breathes, the soul of the sculptor 
is bidden ; 

Under the joy that is felt, lie the infinite issues of 
feeling ; 

Crowning the glory revealed, is the glory that crowns 
the revealing. 


Great are the symbols of being, but that which is sym- 
boled is greater ; 

Vast the create and beheld, but vaster the inward 
creator ; 

Back of the sound broods the silence, back of the gift 
stands the giving ; 

Back of the hand that receives, thrill the sensitive 
nerves of receiving. 


Space is as nothing to spirit, the deed is outdone by 
the doing ; 

The heart of the wooer is warm, but warmer the heart 
of the wooing ; 

And up from the pits where these shiver, and up from 
the heights where those shine, 

Twin voices and shadows swim starward, and the 
essence of life is divine. —Selected. 


SAVED BY KINDNESS. 


John Roach, the famous ship-builder, believes in 
the law of kindness in dealing with erring men. 
Out of the twenty five thousand men employed by 
him first and last, there were seventy found guilty 
of criminal conduct. He saved sixty ot them. This 
is his story of the way he reformed a ‘‘ confirmed 
drunkard.’’ The man was a ‘‘ master workman.” 

‘* He had terrible sprees, and had them pretty 
often. He would come raving into the shops, dis- 
gracing himself and disgusting everybody. When 
sober he was penitent, and I forgave him and took 
him back again and again. I appealed to him till 
there seemed to be nothing else to appeal to. One 
morning he came in after one of his sprees and said : 
‘Mr. Roach, I want you to discharge me. You 
can’t make anything of me. Ihave broken my 
promise and abused your trust over and over. You 
took me up when I had nothing todo, and you 
learned me your trade and paid me good wages, 
and have bore with my faults till it ain’t human to 
to ask you to bear any more. Now discharge me.” 











‘¢* Mike,’ says I, ‘I won’t discharge you, but 
I'll let you resign. I'll write your resignation,’ for 
an idea struck me. I went to my desk and wrote : 

‘¢¢Joun RoacH—Sir: You helped me when I 
was penniless. You gave me work when I was idle. 
You taught me when I was ignorant. You have 
always paid me well. You have borne with my in- 
firmities over and over. But I have lost my self- 
respect, and have not enough regard for you or 
love for my wife and children to behave like a man, 
and therefore I hereby withdraw from your em- 
ployment.’ 

“I gave it to him, and said, ‘I want you to 
promise me one thing—that you will always carry 
this with you, and that, when about to take a glass 
of liquor, you will take this out, sign it, and mail 
it to me before you drink.’ He promised solemnly 
that he would. He stayed in my employ for years, 
‘and was never drunk again.” —Se/ected. 





VIRGINIA HALF-YEAR’S MEETING was held at Black 
Creek, Southampton Co., Fifth month 17th. 

The meetings began with the meeting on Ministry 
and Oversight on Seventh-day, the 15th, and ended 
with the Monthly Meeting on Third-day, the 18th. On 
First-day the neighbors came from twenty, and even 
thirty miles around, and the number in attendance 
was estimated at over 1, 500. Besides the meetings in 
the house morning and afternoon, large audiences 
gathered at the stand erected in the grove. 

The gospel was preached with earnestness and 
power, and some of the hearers were evidently much 
impressed. Besides the home ministers, Edward 
Sharpless and Joseph Walton, of Philadeiphia; and 
Benjamin P, Brown and Wm. Wilson, of North Caro- 
lina, were present; also, Mary Whitall Thomas, 
Samuel R. Neave and John C. Thomas, of Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting’s Pastoral Committee. 

One or two night meetings were held at each of the 
neighboring meeting-houses, Bethel, Berea and Corinth. 
The business sessions on Second and Third days, were 
conducted in mutual love and condescension. The 
meetings represented seemed to be in a good condi- 
tion; several new members had been received lately, 
and love and unity prevailed. Only two or three of 
the large number received in the past few years have 
been disowned, 

Just before the closing meeting, the Committee on 
Education came together and had a most interesting 
discussion. With aid from the Yearly Meeting’s Com- 
mittee, arrangements were made to extend the term 
of the schools to the latter part of the Sixth month. It 
was decided to make efforts to secure the erection of 
two new public school-houses near Black Creek, and 
the appointment of a good teacher, (a Friend) in an- 
other neighborhood. When this is done, nearly all 
the children of the Half-Year’s Meeting will be within 
reach of “ suitable teachers in membership with us,”— 
Interchange. 





Tue Evening Post is paying a good deal of at- 
tention to the working of the Maine law, in which 
it evidently has little confidence. Some weeks ago 
it published the following in its editorial columns : 

*¢*¢ Does Prohibition prohibit?’ Let Maine an- 
swer. The total number of persons committed to 
jail in that State during 1885 was 3,395, of whom 
188 were sentenced for selling liquor (an increase 
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of 38 over 1884), and 1,761 for drunkenness (an 
increase of 441 over 1884).”’ 
Maine gives a very good answer. 
indicate that the law is being enforced, and wher- 
ever it is enforced, Prohibition prohibits, just as 
surely as the laws against murder and robbery and 


These figures 


other crimes prohibit. Liquor-selling criminals in 
Maine resort to all sorts of devices to carry on their 
business. But even in Portland and Bangor, where 
they are most successful, they are so hunted by the 
law that they secrete their wares in privy vaults and 
manure heaps. There are some evasions ; but there 
are no open saloons. There is another point which 
our contemporary overlooks in the figures it pre- 
sents. What is the meaning of the fact that there 
were only 3,395 cases of imprisonment last year in 
Maine? In Connecticut, the land of steady habits, 
5,806 were committed to jailin 1884. That is a 
small number compared with the record of other 
States, but it is nearly twice as large as that of 
Maine; and Maine has a larger population by 
25,000. What is the cause of the difference, if not 
Prohibition ?—/ndependent. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—GREAT BRITAIN.—Lord 
Derby and other prominent Liberals have issued a 
manifesto to the electors of Liverpool, in which they 
say : Liberals must choose between allegiance to Glad- 
stone and allegiance to principles, Hesitation is im- 
possible. We appeal to those who prefer patriotism 
to party to support the Unionist Association, and to 
follow approved Liberals like John Bright, Lord 
Hartington, Joseph Chamberlain, Lord Selborne, Sir 
Henry James and many others. The Home Rule and 
Land Purchase schemes mean disaster to Ireland and 
injustice to England, They are pregnant with strife, 
collision and danger, involving many millions of hard- 
earned money of tax-payers. 

W. E. Gladstone started the 17th inst. on his Scotch 
campaign, Thousands of people congregated at the 
railway station to witness his departure. The crowd 
was so dense it seriously blocked and delayed the ap- 
proach of the Premier's carriage. When Gladstone 
finally succeeded in reaching the station platform he 
found it packed with people, who welcomed him with 
enthusiastic cheering, and appeared desirous of having 
the Premier address them with some parting words, 
Appearing at the window of his coach, he spoke as 
follows: “Attempts have been made and will be 
made to divert your attention from the real question 
at issue, This question is solely whether Ireland shall 
be trusted to manage her own affairs, Those who 
deny Ireland this right admit that Canada and the 
other British colonies enjoy such rights. Are we to 
trust our fellow subjects in Ireland and govern by 
love, or are we to adopt the policy of the Govern- 
ment’s enemies and introduce into Ireland government 
by force ?” Gladstone then bade his hearers good- 
bye, and the train moved away. 

John Dillon presided on the 15th inst. over the fort 
nightly meeting of the Irish National League. The 
Treasurer's report showed that since the last meeting 
the Parliamentary fund had been augmented by do- 
nations of $2500 from America, $750 from Ireland and 
$750 from Australia. All the speakers urged the Irish 
people to await with patience and confidence the issue 
of the present electoral campaign, ‘ 
Honorary degrees were conferred on Dr, Oliver 
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